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Senate Majority Leader Robert Hertzberg, SD18 

WHEN: Monday, August 17, 2020 from 11 AM – 12 PM 

WHERE: Via Zoom  

SPONSORS: Sponsorship Opportunities Available! 
Senate Majority Leader Robert Hertzberg was first elected to the 
California State Assembly in 1996.  He then served as the 64thSpeaker of 
the California State Assembly, unanimously elected by both parties in 2000 and 2001. 
 
After his tenure as Speaker, Hertzberg set out to the private sector as a clean energy 
entrepreneur and in 2014, he returned to state government when he was again elected to 
represent nearly 1 million people in the San Fernando Valley in the California State Senate. This 
made Hertzberg one of only six lawmakers in California history to serve as Assembly Speaker 
and subsequently win a seat in the Senate, where he now serves as Majority Leader. 
Sacramento columnist, he is “an intense bundle of energy, an all-night negotiator.” 
Read full bio 
 
 
Representative Linda Sanchez, CD38 

WHEN: Thursday, August 20, 2020 from 10 AM – 11 AM 

WHERE: Via Zoom  

SPONSORS:  Sponsorship Opportunities Available! 

A former labor lawyer, Linda Sánchez represents California’s 
38th congressional district – but the first thing her family and 
friends will tell you is that she’s never stopped “kicking ass for 
the working class.” Most of all, she is also a proud mom, dog 
lover, and Dodgers fan. 
 
Elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 2002, Sánchez is the first Latina to serve on the 
powerful House Committee on Ways and Means and the House Judiciary Committee. A lifelong 
progressive, Sánchez has devoted her career to helping working people get ahead: advocating 
for families, improving America’s education system, and bringing jobs to Southern California.  
 
Sánchez was born in Orange, California, the sixth of seven children, to immigrant parents from 
Mexico. Her father Ignacio worked as an industrial machinist and mechanic at a plastics and 
rubber plant, and her mother Maria was an elementary school teacher who decided to further 
her education by attending school at night. Growing up in a proud Latino household, Sánchez’s 
parents inspired her to take advantage of the opportunities they never had. 
 
When reflecting upon the importance that her family and parents had in her life, Sánchez says, 
“In every Latino family, there’s a sense of ‘We need to stick together.’ But I think in our  

https://sd18.senate.ca.gov/biography
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/
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particular family, that’s even stronger because our folks expected great things from us. They 
wanted us to take advantage of all the opportunities they never had.” 
 
Legislative Record 
Throughout her time in Congress, Sánchez has been a steadfast advocate for working people, 
including improving school safety; enabling more women, minorities, and veterans to establish 
small businesses; reforming the tax code to provide relief for long-term caregivers; bringing 
scrutiny to the misuse of arbitration that unfairly harms workers; and keeping families in their 
homes through changes to bankruptcy law. She has been a staunch advocate 
for Alzheimer’s beneficiary and caregiver support, having lost her father and watching her 
mother suffer from the disease. 
 
Sánchez currently serves on the House Committee on Ways and Means, where she advocates for 
the protection of Social Security and Medicare, fairness for U.S. workers and businesses in trade 
agreements, and an even playing field for the middle class through tax code reform. As an active 
member of that committee, the Congresswoman has championed many bills that have become 
law. Among her proudest achievements are a bill to assist small businesses in providing 
retirement benefits for their employees; enhanced customs enforcement; as well as bills to 
improve mental health coverage related to opioid addiction recovery. She has fought to improve 
childcare funding options for working parents and remains committed to shoring up pension 
funding for workers across the county. Sánchez also proudly secured a parcel of land in Norwalk, 
California that formerly served as a tank farm property for her local community to redevelop. 
In addition to co-founding the Congressional Labor and Working Families Caucus, Sánchez has 
also served in several leadership positions.  
 
From 2011 to 2017 (112th–114th Congresses), she was the Ranking Member of the House 
Ethics Committee. In the 114th Congress, Sánchez served as Chair of the Congressional 
Hispanic Caucus (CHC). During the 115th Congress (2015–2017), Sánchez served as Vice Chair 
of the House Democratic Caucus. She is the first Latina elected to a leadership position in the 
U.S. Congress. 
 
In addition to Ways and Means, she has also served on the following committees: Judiciary, 
Ethics, Oversight and Reform, Small Business, Education and Labor, Veterans' Affairs, Foreign 
Affairs, and the Select Committee on Benghazi. 
 
As the only first-term Democrat to earn a seat on the Judiciary Committee during the 108th 
Congress (2003–2005), Sánchez sponsored measures to improve school safety. From her seat 
on the Small Business Committee, she worked to assist women, minorities, and veterans 
establish businesses. In 2008, as Chairwoman of the House Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Commercial and Administrative Law (CAL), Sánchez led an investigation into the politicization of 
the Department of Justice and another investigation into the firing of nine U.S. attorneys during 
the Bush administration. 
 
In 2009, Sánchez helped expose the dangers of concussions in the National Football League 
(NFL), which resulted in changes to  
 
 

https://lindasanchez.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/s-nchez-lahood-matsui-mcmorris-rodgers-introduce-bill-improve-assessment
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AK_4Mplwhm8
https://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/27/sports/football/27sanchez.html


 
2020 BizFed Physically Distant 
Leadership Roundtable Series 

 
These are exclusive opportunities for BizFed leaders to directly engage with senior policy makers and 
elected officials. Seating is limited to ensure productive dialogue. To participate, please contact Lara at 
Lara.Larramendi@bizfed.org. 

             1000 N. Alameda St. #240                Los Angeles, California 90012             T: 213.346.3282     F: 213.652.1802            www.bizfed.org 
 

 
how football teams and youth sports address concussions. During a Judiciary Committee 
hearing, Sánchez confronted NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell for denying the link between 
football and cognitive decline saying, “The NFL has this blanket denial or minimizing of the fact 
that there may be this link. And it sort of reminds me of the tobacco companies pre-’90s when 
they kept saying, ‘Oh, there’s no link between smoking and damage to your health.’” 
 
From her seat on the Ways and Means Committee, Congresswoman Sánchez in 2016 introduced 
bipartisan legislation to provide tax deductions for caregivers who incur expenses for long-term 
care for spouses or other dependent relatives. In 2009, Sánchez introduced the Gender Equity in 
Health Premiums Act, to bar health insurance companies from charging women more for health 
care premiums than men. The Gender Equity in Health Premiums Act became part of 
the Affordable Care Act, which President Obama signed into law in 2010. 
 
From 2014-2016, Sánchez served as a member of the Select Committee on Benghazi, which was 
formed to further investigate the Benghazi attack on September 1, 2012. She spoke 
out against the politicization and costliness of the committee, in which the final report found no 
new evidence of wrongdoing. 

https://lindasanchez.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/reps-s-nchez-and-brown-waite-list-top-5-reasons-health-insurance-isnt
https://lindasanchez.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/reps-s-nchez-and-brown-waite-list-top-5-reasons-health-insurance-isnt
https://lindasanchez.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/linda-s-nchez-statement-two-year-anniversary-benghazi-committee
https://lindasanchez.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/linda-s-nchez-statement-two-year-anniversary-benghazi-committee

